42

WHEN THE BRITISH WITHDRAW

Q. Do you want British "control to be withdrawn at
once?

A. Certainly.  I  have  never  contemplated a gradual
process. But that does not mean complete isolation from
Great Britain. If Great Britain will have complete partner-
ship, I would treasure it; but it must be a real partnership,
no cloak for rulership or guardianship. I know that some
of you honestly entertain the fear that there would be
anarchy and bloodshed no sooner than the British withdrew
from India. Well, if the British so choose, it is up to them
to help us out of the mess that they have helped to create.
They are responsible for much of the dissensions between
different communities, and they are responsible for having
emasculated a whole people. And I may confess that we
may experience temporary difficulty if you go away at
once. But it is open to you to render some assistance, pro-
vided that you would consent to remain under our control.
But what can conquer your unpardonable pride of race?
I would willingly have British soldiers and British officers
under our national Government;  we would be  guided
by their advice too; but the final direction of policy must
be ours. But even if you withdrew and we were without any
disciplined assistance, we have enough faith in our non-
violence. I do not think that we will not survive the with-
drawal of British power and British assistance  both of
which are today superimposed on us.   With these super-
imposed I should not feel the glow of freedom. And I wish
that we may have an opportunity to fight unto death for
freedom, if only to open your eyes. Why is it that you do
not ask questions of fitness in respect of the Afghans? We
have a culture not inferior to theirs. Or do you think it is
difficult to win freedom and enjoy it without an element
of savagery in one's nature? Well, if we are a nation of
cowards, the sooner you leave us to our fate the better.
It is better that the burden of cowards was removed from
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